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Meantime, her sister Anne, left by the princess Mary lying at
St, James's between life and death with the small-pox, had re-
covered and grown up to the age when the hands of princesses
are solicited in marriage. Anne Stuart was the indulged niece
and petted child of Charles II. and her father. She was a pretty
brunette, possessing no accomplishments excepting some skill on
the organ and guitar; her good qualities were more than counter-
balanced by her devotion to high play, waste of time at cards,
and neglect of reading, which left her without the power of
spelling or writing good English. Her blind partiality to Sarah
Jennings, now married to her father's favourite, John Churchill,
rendered her a puppet in their hands.

George, the eldest son of the king's first cousin Sophia (youngest
daughter of Elizabeth, queen of Bohemia), made his appearance
at the English court as the suitor of the princess Anne. Her
father and the king received him very kindly into family intimacy.
It was 1680, when the popish plot was at its height, which caused
suspicions in the mind of the wooer of the instability of the crown
of Stuart; so Anne and the future George I. did not become
man and wife. A very clever letter is extant from "him, ad-
dressed to his mother Sophia, describing his reception, and how
the English cut off the head of lord Stafford with *'no more
remorse than that of a pullet." Anne was exceedingly mortified
at the retreat of her wooer, though he was scarcely five feet in
height. The prince of Orange, who had an immense objection to
the match, kindly negotiated a marriage between him and the
beautiful Sophia Dorothea, daughter to George duke of Zell, uncle
to the prince of Hanover. It proved the most wretched marriage
modern history records; therefore the lady Anne Stuart escaped
great misery. Afterwards, the accomplished lord Mulgrave, the
court poet, made love secretly to Anne. Sarah Churchill stole
some letters of the lovers, and showed them to Charles II., who
gave Mulgrave a commission to Tangiers, and provided a spouse
for the princess without delay. Arme never discovered her fa-
vourite's treachery. The choice of Charles II. for his niece Anne
fell on a near kinsman, younger brother of the king of Denmark.
The marriage was as distasteful to William of Oi'ange as any
other, because, although he had no children by Mary, he was, if
her sister could be kept single, next heir to the crown of Great
Britain, without the trouble of any intrigues.

Marriage between the lady Anne and prince George of Den-
mark was formally proposed, on the part of the king of Denmark,
in May, 1683.

George had formerly been distinguished by Ms gallant rescue